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The mission of YHALE is to produce students who 
are fluent in both English and their target 

language of either Korean or Mandarin Chinese, 
and thrive socially, emotionally and intellectually.



YHALE 
History

Founded in 2020



● History

● Bilingualism & DLI

● YHALE’S DLI Model

● Parent Resources



Historical 
Perspectives

• Past 
Misconceptions: 
Bilingualism once 
viewed as a 
developmental 
handicap.

• Current 
Understanding: 
Early struggles lead 
to cognitive 
growth.





The US bilingual population has grown four times faster than the overall population due 
to immigration, together with changing attitudes about the benefits of bilingualism.



Theory behind DLI - how does this work?

Jim Cummins (1952-). An emeritus professor at the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the 
University of Toronto. 

English Learners’ Long-term Academic 
Achievement by Model & Program



Cognitive 
Benefits of 

Bilingualism

• Cognitive Flexibility: Less emotional bias and rational 
problem-solving in L2
• Neuroprotection: Delays Alzheimer’s and dementia 
onset
• “It’s never too late.”
Continued language learning improves cognitive health.
Acts as mental exercise for the brain.



Dual Language Immersion (DLI) Model (K-5)

● Content in 2 Languages – 
50/50 Model

○ Target Languages: 
Korean or Mandarin. 

○ Students Switch After 
Lunch. 

● English: English, Math, Social 
Studies

● Target Language: Mandarin or 
Korean,

Connections (PE, Music, 
Art, Computer, STEM, 
Culture/Etiquette) & Science



DLI Middle School Model (6-8)
30/70

English: 
English, Math, Social Studies, 
Science

Target Language: 
● Mandarin or Korean Language 

Arts 
● DLI Media Literacy/Culture & 

History
● Connections (PE, Music, Art, 

Computer Science, and Dramatic 
Arts)



K-5 DLI
50/50 Model

Grade 6-8
DLI Continuation

30/70 Model

Grade 9-12
Language Electives

/AP Exam/NEWL
/Seal of Biliteracy 

College
Dual Enrollment/

Credits

Build up a strong foundation in 
language and content as they 
move into the middle grades. 

Motivate and maintain students’ 
interests and curiosity in 
learning the target languages. 

English: ELA, Math, Social 
Studies

Target Language: CLA/KLA, 
Science, Specials (music, P.E., 
art)

High school credits for:

● Advanced world 

language (up to 4)

● Accelerated 

Math/Pre-algebra 

Maynard Jackson HS (IB)
North Atlanta HS

RGNS HS 
North Spring HS

Northview HS 
Alpharetta HS 

Walton HS 
Denmark HS 

Greater Atlanta Christian 
School

AP/NEWL Exam

About 585 
universities in the 

United States have 
Chinese courses 

(CLTA). 

141 universities offer 
Korean courses 

(AATK)

Pathway for YHALE Students



Academic Achievement



Cultural Events & Activities



Target Language Resources



How can you support your child at home?

󰰁 Learn with your child – show interest in their learning

👏 Encourage efforts – celebrate progress in the target language

📖 Read daily – 5 minutes is powerful

🎓 Be your child’s student – let them teach you words

📱 Use apps – install fun learning tools

🎵 Make it fun – songs/videos in the car

🔁 Practice often – little by little, every day

🤝 Collaborate – school and family work together



Engaging with DLI 
School Community

Staying connected with the DLI school community is essential for parents 

to stay informed and participate actively.

1 Parent-Teacher 
Meetings

Attend regular meetings to 

discuss your child's progress 

and receive updates on the 

program.

2 School Events

Participate in cultural events, 

workshops, and 

performances organized by 

the school.

3 Parent Groups

Join parent groups to 

connect with other families 

and exchange experiences 

and resources.

4 Communication 
Channels

Stay informed through the 

school's website, 

newsletters, and social 

media platforms.






