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Frequently Asked 
Questions about MAP

• What is MAP?

• What does MAP Measure?

• How do I interpret the results?

• How will my child’s teacher use the results?



Disclaimer…
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Question #1:  What is MAP? 

• MAP- Measure of Academic 
Progress

• A computerized adaptive test that 
helps teachers and school leaders 
to make informed decisions to 
promote a child’s academic 
growth.

• YHALE students take the MAP 
assessment three times a year in 
August, January, and May.
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Real World Connection

• During a regular doctor’s 
appointment, we learn the status 
of our health.

• Based upon the results, a wellness 
plan is created to improve our 
health.

• A follow-up visit is schedule to 
determine how well the wellness 
plan is working or if we need to 
revise the plan.



Question #1:  What is MAP? 

Answer: An assessment 
given three times a year 
to determine a students’ 
academic progress over 
the course of a school 
year.
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Question #2:  What does MAP measure?

• Students are given MAP Growth 
assessments in reading, math, and 
science (grades 3-6 only). 

• The test is adaptive so as students 
take the test, difficulty is adjusted 
based on a student’ s answer. 

• The test is not a pass or fail test. It 
simply measures where students 
are today, so goals can be set to 
improve growth throughout the 
school year. 



The measurement tells us where students will typically
start the school year and how they may progress 

throughout the year.  



Real World Connection
Based upon my height, there is 
a typical number of pounds I 
should weigh.
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Question #2:  What does MAP measure?

Answer: It measures a 
student’s current 
progress in reading, 
math, and science. The 
results will help 
teachers and school 
leaders know what 
students are ready to 
learn. 
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Question #3:  How do I interpret the 
results?

• Again, know that the results do 
not determine pass or fail.  The 
results provide a point in time.

• Once students take the MAP 
assessment in August, results will 
provide a mean score (RIT score) 
and growth and achievement as 
percentiles. 

• Think of a yardstick measuring 
learning growth. 



Percentile Rankings
Growth Percentiles

• A percentile provides a student’s 
rank among those in his/her grade 
level. 

• This student’s growth is 8% better 
than those students that tested in 
her grade level. 



Percentile Rankings

Achievement Percentiles

• This student’s achievement score 
ranked at 75% better than other 
students who took the test. 



Question #3:  How do I interpret the 
results?

Answer: Again, know that the results 
do not determine pass or fail.  The 
results provide a point in time.

Percentiles are rankings and not 
scores.

Growth percentiles are typically lower 
in the Fall than another other point in 
the school year.  



Question #3:  How will my child’s 
teacher use the results?

• To individualize instruction based on assessed 
strengths and weaknesses

• To identify the most appropriate strategies for:
-enhancing student learning
-choosing advanced course work
-providing academic support



Math Instructional Groups





For additional questions or 
resources :
● tpark@yhale.com

● YouTube Video- MAP Student Profile, Family Report and Student Progress

mailto:tpark@yhale.com
https://youtu.be/xMhWSbSQSro
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